down to watch TV, they are also exposed 
to other activities underway at the time. 
Several of them have started to join in 
because of this. It is really helping to 
make their lives more enjoyable, all 
around.” 

Four Seasons’ Administrator Janice 
Reynolds sees closed captioning as an im- 
portant sociological breakthrough, also. 
“Watching TV provides an important link 
with the world beyond our windows. All 
too often, an individual can slip into the 
daily routine of the Center, because it’s 
quite comfortable and easygoing. There’s 
a tendency to forget about the rest of the 
world.” Closed-captioned television 
counters this phenomenon, according to 
Ms. Reynolds. Hearing-impaired residents 
will become more in tune with current 
events when NCI’s work to provide more 
public affairs and special event coverage 


becomes a reality, in the near future. 

“We try to encourage all of our resi- 
dents to stay in touch with the rest of the 
world. I think TV is the easiest way to do 
this. So, the TeleCaption device is perform- 
ing an important function for our residents 
who might have been reluctant to use the 
TV before.” 

PBS programs, such as “Here’s to Your 
Health” and “Over Easy” are favorites at 
Four Seasons. NBC’s “Little House on the 


Prairie” also attracts a large audience. Many 


more NBC programs and ABC shows, such 
as “Love Boat” and movies, are also cap- 
tioned each week by NCI. 

Special series, such as “Shogun” and 
“Masada” have attracted large audiences 
of hearing-impaired viewers. Also, in 
January 1981, NCI captioned the Sugar 
Bowl and Super Bowl football games, 
and President Reagan’s Inaugural Ad- 


dress. These were the first “live” pro- 
grams shown with captions. For many 
viewers, news and sports had finally 
come alive; they would not have to rely 
on tomorrow’s newspaper for today’s 
news. 

In thousands of nursing homes across 
the country, elderly and hearing-impaired 
people could benefit from closed caption- 
ing. Their days and evenings would become 
become more enjoyable and rewarding, 
through the entertainment and informa- 
tion available on TV. 

One Four Seasons resident, 75-year- 
old Velma Patterson, summed up the 
benefits of closed-captioned television 
very simply. “It sure helps when you 
can see what they are saying. I can really 
watch TV now and enjoy it!” 
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